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nothing, if it was not this.1 Seriousness, reverence,
the fear of insincere words and unsound professions,
were essential in the character, which alone it would
tolerate in those who made common cause with it

Its ethical tendency was shown in two things,
which were characteristic of it. One was the increased
care for the Gospels, and study of them, compared with
other parts of the Bible. Evangelical theology had
dwelt upon the work of Christ, and laid comparatively
little stress on His example, or the picture left us of
His Personality and Life. It regarded the Epistles
of St. Paul as the last word of the Gospel message.
People who can recall the popular teaching, which
was spoken of then as "sound" and "faithful," and
" preaching Christ," can remember how the Epistles
were ransacked for texts to prove the " sufficiency of
Scripture " or the " right of private judgment," or the
distinction between justification and sanctification,
while the Gospel narrative was imperfectly studied and
was felt to be much less interesting. The movement
made a great change. The great Name stood no
longer for an abstract symbol of doctrine, but for a
living Master, who could teach as well as save. And
not forgetting whither He had gone and what He was,

1 Cf. Lyra Apostolica, No. 65:

Thou to wax fierce

In the cause of the Lord 1

Anger and zeal,
And the joy of the brave,
Who bade tkee to feel,
Sin's slave ?